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It was once my privilege, toward the end of a lovely day in June, to stand 
upon the ramparts of Windsor Castle, and to gaze in mute wonder and rapture 
over that delicious landscape—the hallowed realm of learning and taste—which 
environs the stateliest and most majestic of the royal palaces of England. The 
glory of sunset was fading in the west. The soft and mellow light of the gloam- 
ing was just beginning to creep over the emerald velvet of the meadows and the 
dense foliage of the slumbering elms. Far below lay the quaint city, so beauti- 
ful in its carved and timber-crossed antiquity, so venerable with historic associa- 
tions and with martial and poetic renown. At a little distance the “antique 
spires” and lancet casements of Eton glimmered in the last faint rays of sunset 
gold. Many church towers, gray and solemn and ancient, were dimly visible on 
the darkening plains. The old Thames, black and shining, flowed in sweet tran- 
quillity through the peaceful scene. The evening wind was laden with fragrance 
of syringa and jasmine. Over and around the great central tower of the castle 
a multitude of birds, warned homeward by impending night, circled with inces- 
sant motion and strange, melodious cries. And out from the sombre, mysterious 
sanctity of Saint George’s Chapel, borne tremulous on the perfumed twilight air, 
came the sobbing organ music of the vesper hymn. In that solemn hour it was 
again, and more deeply than ever, impressed upon my mind that the divine priv- 
ilege of art, and the supreme obligation of every intellect engaged in its ministry, 
is to diffuse and to secure for all people this superb exaltation of the soul—to set 
upon the familiar face of our every-day lives the immortal seal of spiritual refine- 
ment, the sacred radiance of gentleness and beauty — Wiliam Winter. 
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